
Italy, Verona

8 MUST-DOS IN BEAUTIFUL VERONA

This beautiful city, set by a river in the midst of vineyards is a worthy setting for Romeo
and Juliet. Ironically, Shakespeare never visited Verona but fabricated sites such as

Juliet’s balcony seem to attract tourists as much as the Romantic Arena. The Vinitaly
wine show in the spring and Fiercavalli horse show in the autumn are two of Europe’s

biggest events in these sectors.
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Arena di Verona

This Roman amphitheater was built in the first century and is still in use, though artistic divas have
replaced gladiators in battle. In ancient times, up to 30,000 spectators were seated (limited to 15,000
today) and the structure is considered one of the best-preserved of its kind. The natural acoustics are
so good that no electronics were installed until 2011. You can tour the arena by day but the way to
experience it is attending a summer evening performance – opera, ballet, concerts – when the
audience waves twinkling lights and the atmosphere is magic.

Piazza Bra

Show on map

arena.it

http://arena.it/
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Giardino Giusti

This 16th century garden, only 10 minutes from the Arena di Verona, is a verdant sanctuary from the
city. Deemed one of the loveliest Renaissance gardens in Europe it is divided into two sections – the
formal Italian garden with statues and fountains, and the de-structured “woods” with stone grottoes, a
labyrinth and a panoramic view. The palace of the Giusti can be visited at the same time.

Giardino Giusti
Via Giardino Giusti 2

Show on map
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http://palazzogiardinogiusti.it/
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Piazza Erbe

This square was originally Verona’s Roman forum and has been a center of city life for two millennia.
See history from every angle – the Palazzo della Ragione, built on Roman ruins, the 11th century
Lambert Towers (Torre dei Lamberti), the Greek statues adorning the 15th century Palazzo Maffei, the
medieval Casa dei Mercanti (merchants’ house) that today houses a bank and the fountain with its
Madonna statue (although the statue dates from Roman times – the Madonnna moniker came later).
When you’re tired of history, enjoy the food and gift market or take in the bustle from one of the cafés
or bars flanking the perimeter.

Piazza Erbe
Piazza Erbe 16
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Basilica di San Zeno Maggiore

Of the many largely Romanesque churches in Verona, this is the most recommended, partly for its
architectural beauty (that rose window on the front façade is called the “Wheel of Fortune”) and partly
for its namesake – St. Zeno is the patron saint of the city and his remains are buried here. The altar is
by Andrea Mantegna and there are works by other Renaissance painters. Locals like to think of the
crypt as the marriage place of Romeo and Juliet, regardless of the fact that Shakespeare never set foot
in the city.

Basilica di San Zeno Maggiore
Piazza San Zeno, 2
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basilicasanzeno.it

Castelvecchio e Museo Civico di Verona

The “old castle” dates back to 1354 and today houses a civic museum, filled with artifacts from the
13th to the 19th century. In addition to the collections of paintings, sculptures, prints, stamps and
weapons, a separate section is dedicated to Italian unification, plus archives, a library, rotating shows
and exhibitions. Arrange in advance for an English-speaking guide.

Castelvecchio e Museo Civico di Verona

http://basilicasanzeno.it/


Corso Castelvecchio 2
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museodicastelvecchio.comune.verona.it
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Ponte Scaligero

The red brick Scaliger Bridge (also known as the Castelvecchio Bridge) was built around 1355 as an
escape route from Castelvecchio. At the time, it was the world’s longest bridge arch at 48.7m. What
you see today is a reconstruction of the original, as the latter was destroyed by German soldiers in
1945.

Ponte Scaligero (over the Adige River)
Ponte Scaligero, Verona

Show on map

verona.com/en/guide/verona/ponte-scaligero-o-di-castelvecchi

La Strada del Riso Vialone Nano Veronese IGP (the road of
Vialone Nano Veronese rice)

http://museodicastelvecchio.comune.verona.it/
http://%20verona.com/en/guide/verona/ponte-scaligero-o-di-castelvecchi


Verona province has its own rice variety and you can follow an itinerary through the countryside
surrounding the city to savor it. The “strada” association comprises 22 villages. In one of them, Isola
della Scala, rice producer Ferron has organized a full program — a visit to the rice fields, an
explanation of rice farming, and a sampling of risotto made with the local variety. Visits in English with
prior arrangement.

La Strada del Riso Vialone Nano Veronese IGP
tourism.verona.it
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Wine trails

Verona is wine country par excellence, with three different wine itineraries around the city – Bardolino,
Valpolicella and Soave. Drive yourself, or arrange for transportation, have lunch or dinner at a winery or
stay overnight in one and request a wine tasting or reserve an “aperitivo.” The choice is yours
depending on how much time you have to spend – and how much wine you can drink.

Wine trails
tourism.verona.it/en/itineraries/follow-your-taste

http://tourism.verona.it/
http://tourism.verona.it/en/itineraries/follow-your-taste
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